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School-based universal social skill promotion education: Construction of the hierarchical purposes in education

MATSUMOTO Yuki* and YAMASAKI Katsuyuki***

(Keywords : school-based universal prevention education, TOP SELF, comprehensive base education,

social skill programs, construction of the hierarchical purposes, school children)

TOP SELF, that is, Trial of Prevention School Education for Life and Friendship, has been introduced
by Yamasaki, Sasaki, Uchida, Katsuma, & Matsumoto (2011). The present paper aims to depict how the
program purposes have been developed and constructed in order to promote social skills among children.
Firstly, the characteristics of TOP SELF are explained, and then the construction of the hierarchical pur-
poses is specified as starting with the literature review. Researchers have found that social skill deficiency
is related to poor social adjustment of children, and that children with social skills are more likely to
adapt and/or accommodate to their environment. Thus social skill programs can contribute to the preventive
education as the base education of TOP SELF.

The construction of the purposes includes constituent, intermediate, subordinate and operational pur-
poses. The higher—order purposes conduce to the realization of primary purposes, whereas operational pur-
poses directly relate to the implementation of educational methods. Those purposes are derived from evi-
dence—based outcomes in the literature.
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