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On November 21, I visited Yamaguchi City for the first time to give a keynote speech at the annual ALT mid-year
=" training session. ALTs and Japanese teachers of English were both in attendance. I had been looking forward to
the opportunity to speak to a large number of ALTs and Japanese Teachers of English and was hoping to give everybody

something useful that they could take back to their workplace with them. Our research has shown that one of the big
limitations of team teaching is that ALTs and Japanese teachers often have a poor mutual understanding of each other.
The goal of the speech was to help improve communication and understanding between these two groups. In the latter
half of the speech I introduced comments and advice given by actual ALTs and Japanese teachers for each other in To-
kushima Prefectures. The participants really seemed to enjoy these “voices from the classroom”. They generated a lot
of interesting discussion and I look forward to using this material again in future workshops.
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