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When I go to a junior high school,

I can use my Language Passport to show
what I have done and the levels I have reached.
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On September 27th | spent the day at Ishima Elementary
School on Ishima Island, about a 30 minute ferry ride south of
Anan City. | was able to observe two English lessons, before
conducting a workshop with the teachers. Located well-
passed Cape Gamouda, this fishing island is a place of rugged
beauty in the middle of the sea.

The teachers and students, as well as people in the town,
made my visit especially enjoyable. On hearing that there would
be a visitor, one of the local people gave the school several
‘iseebi’ for the school lunch. The teachers also, were very
friendly and they have been doing very fun, interesting things in
their English lessons. There are only around ten students, so
the school and indeed, the whole community is very small and
tight-knit and therein lies its appeal. |n this globalized modern
world, schools and communities are becoming more and more
homogenized. Local cultures are becoming less relevant as a
wave of suburban sameness spreads across the country (and
probably the world). It is really nice to visit a place that has
held on to its cultural unigueness and distinction. | always look
forward to visiting smaller schools in remote areas and |
especially look forward to visiting Ishima Island again.
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