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HIEARZSH< A Walk Down Sakura Lane!

N TAUT FZA

& EZRHFEMAEH  SIGA Amelia Leba (712 —)

As the morning rays of the sun burst through the darkness
on the 21st of March 2010 in the beautiful islands of Fiji, I
was airborne on the beginning of an exciting journey to the
land of the rising sun. It was my first time out of my country
so my heart was thumping so loudly in the Boeing 747 jet
plane, I was afraid the next person would hear it! After about
9 hours the plane touched down in Incheon Airport in Korea
and I got my first glimpse of real snow as my experience of
snow was limited to the movies and pictures. Upon reaching
Kansai Airport, Osaka the cold icy winds of spring slapped
my face but I was too stunned to notice as I was seeing many
things for the first time! It started with the shuttle ride to the
airport, the big airport buildings, the beautiful vehicles of
many colors and shapes and the many buildings of unique
architectural designs that graze the streets. On the way to
Osaka I could not take my eyes off the beautiful scenery even
though it was approaching midnight when I made my way to
JICA Center in Ibaraki City.

The first few days, was great as I was slowly introduced to
the Japanese lifestyle, the history, the language and most of all
acclimatized to the very different climate. Before I came to
Japan, I had seen so much of it from movies and pictures but
in Osaka I saw the reality of it all. I was amazed and shocked
at the many trains that whisked by in zigzagged rails, the
many vehicles that zoomed past each other, the tall buildings
that grazed the cities and the many people who are always in a
rush. In addition, in my short trip from Osaka to Takamatsu I
had never seen so many bridges and buildings of many sizes
and designs signifying how rich Japan is in ideas, resources
and technology.

As I reached Naruto, which was to be my destination for 2
years my mood changed in response to the changes in scenery.
Gone were the sights of big cities and now replaced with lush
green vegetation, satsumaimo and rice fields, mixed with the
pink shades of Sakura and the cool sea breeze. Oh how it
reminded me of my homeland! Then when I saw the serene

environment of Naruto University of Education sitting beside

FE KL

the beautiful shores and blue seas, I was overjoyed at the most
peaceful setting one could ever ask for to pursue higher
education.

I learnt my way around fast and my love for Naruto grew
with each passing day. This prompted me to bring my family
to Japan and at the same time I was blessed to have a new
addition to my family born in Naruto.I was very fortunate to
be acquainted with many international students and the
moments we have shared I will forever cherish. I always
looked forward to international exchange programs organized
by both the university and the various associations in
Tokushima. I attended such programs in Isshi town, Aizumi
town, Naruto city and Tokushima city. I felt however, that the
highlight of this all was the opportunity to take part in the
Japanese speech contest organized by TOPIA in Tokushima
city last year after one and a half years of being in Japan. I
also had the great opportunity of being invited with my family
to speak at the Naruto Lions Club meeting in January 18th of
this year. I have experienced a number of traditional Japanese
cultural activities like tea ceremony, flower arrangement,
pottery making, kimono wearing, making Japanese food like
osushi, omochi, games like chongake goma or top spinning,
kendo, kite flying and many more. I could say for sure that I
have really enjoyed every moment of it! In terms of academic
activities I consider myself very lucky to be studying amongst
the best in the world. The staff of the university namely my
honorable Professors, the administrative staff, the auxiliary
staff and the students were the icing of the cake for being the
best. I managed to acquire a lot of knowledge, skills and
attitude necessary for an educator. In fact, this experience has
brought about a radical transformation in my life and has
elevated me to a whole new dimension in terms of
mathematics education. This would help me in my mission to
help uplift the standard of mathematics education in my
country.

As the journey approaches its completion, I could only look

back and extend my utmost appreciation and gratitude to all
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those who have walked with me and supported me throughout.
To all my professors, colleagues, friends, family and
acquaintances thank you for your help. I would be forever
indebted to you all and I pray that the Almighty will bless you
all

It has been a journey worth travelling and I promise that I
would be back!

Minna-san, hontoni domo arigatou gozaimashita---Ja, maata
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