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Abstract

This article reports the results of the comparative analyses of the English tests meant for
secondary school graduates bound for universities in Japan and Finland. For the English test in Japan
we analysed the English test (listening and written) of the 2006 Examinations by the National Center
for University Entrance Examinations, in which the listening comprehension test was included for the
first time in their 17-year history. For the English test in Finland we analysed the English test
(listening and written) of the Matriculation Examination conducted in Spring 2004. The analyses were
carried out in terms of the test organisation, content, test format, and lexical and syntactic features of
the English used in the tests with a view to drawing out implications for the improvement of English
language education in Japan.
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Agood teacher allows students| 14 | some things for themselves.
discover discovered to discover discovering
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Tomoko: Excuse me. Are you busy?

Mr. Smith:

Tomoko: Thank you. I'd like to ask you some questions.
Mr. Smith: Sure. Go right ahead.

Sorry, but | have a reservation. No. Come on in.
I'll tell you how busy | am. Yes. Please come back later.
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Images of elephants are symbols of good fortune in both India and Mexico, but there are some interesting
differences. In India, the position of the trunk is not usually important. Carvings of elephants may have their
trunks pointing upwards or downwards. [ 26 |, if you give a Mexican family a carving of an elephant, the
trunk should be pointing upwards. It is thought that elephants with their trunks pointing upwards will keep
luck within the house. , three elephants placed to face the front door of a Mexican home are supposed
to bring the greatest luck and, therefore, keep a family safe and happy.

26 For this reason As aresult Furthermore In contrast

27 In addition In other words In that case Instead of that
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Long before Louis Braille’s time, _ 26 to create embossed letters or shapes on wood or paper to enable the
blindtoread _ 27 . After the Napoleonic Wars, a French artillery officer named Charles Barbier 28
‘night writing’, which used raised dots on cardboard to send written messages on battlefields by night._ 29
this military system that Braille adapted for the blind.90«"1(8O

26. A effortsaremade B people havetried C there had beentrails D attempts had been made

27. A bysensing B by heart C bysight D bytouch
28. A came across B discovered C founded D invented
29. A Andjust B Not only C Itwas D Therewas
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@Y Taking a warm 20 21 better.
may you help sleep bath
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Throat microphones, which pick up the vibrations of normal speech directly through the skin rather than
through the air, are useful in extremely noise situations such as when motorcycle messengers on the freeway
must communicate with their headquarters. For now at least, our private thoughts are safe.
A. While some people worry that a system like this will be able to read our minds, in its current stage it can

only understand a few simple words.
B. The system is sensitive enough to pick up the “inner speech” we use when we are silently reading or

thinking.
C. Now, NASA scientists have developed a more advanced system than throat microphones.
A-B-C A-C-B B-A-C B-C-A C-AB C-B-A
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