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As IT [information technology] infrastructure is developed, communication ways are changing dramatically and

drastically. One of the benefits of this development is the internet, which enables us to communicate with

people throughout the world even in real time. There are various ways of transmitting information; typing or

delivering high-quality video across the internet to each other. Sometimes, 'communication' is associated with

face to face interaction, but there still remains the importance of writing and reading.

This article reports a lesson using a chat system (L.E.C.S.). The purposes of this lesson were to give students

opportunities to use English through L.E.C.S. and to motivate their communication in English. The results are

as follows. Firstly, the students expressed favorable attitude toward the English lessons using the chat system.

Secondly, the chat system was effective in reducing students' negative anxiety. We also discussed the remaining

problems for further practices.
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Problems of conversation activities for students

Mental pressure:

-Being afraid of making mistakes

-Being too shy to speak English with classmates
Poor linguistic ability:

-Lack of listening skills

-Limited lexical & syntactic knowledge
Limited length of time:

-No time to monitor their English
-Leaving their fossilized English unnoticed
Interlocutors:

-Being available only from classmates

Pedagogical benefits of this "chat" program for students

Chat name:

-Reduces the anxiety of making mistakes.
-Encourages English communication with classmates

Screen:

-Helps them understand classmates

-Encourages them to monitor their English

Typing

-Allows them to build their opinion

Frequency & Collocation

-Get them to be more conscious of their English

Internet:

-Enables them to communicate with other learners all over the
world
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Appendices
Appendix 1: Word frequency D4l

YOU 1 -
LIRE 1 GO
1S 1 -

TO 1 -
DO 1 -
MY 1 -
1 GO

)

[Words] Click each word in the list, and you will see how you used it in the chat
session.

[Frequency] The number in the "Frequency" shows how often you used the
word in the chat session.

[JACET] The numbers represent the frequency of words listed in JACET 4000
Basic Words:

1 = the 1st to 500th most frequently used words; 2 = 501 to 1000; 3 = 1001 to
2000; 4 = 2001 to 3000; 5 = 3001 to 5000.

The words with an asterisk "*" are not included in the JACET 4000 Basic
Words, and are not misspelled.

The words with dash "-" are not included in the list but may be misspelled.
Therefore, you should consult a dictionary.

[Common Problems] If the words you used in the chat session correspond to
those listed in "Common Problems", click the "GO" button.

You will then view examples of mistakes made by other learners. (Harada 2004)

34

T L EDF —F iR T We IS W B A ERE K R A
SRS L BT X9,

references

JRA#E (2000) Creating a "Chat" for Learners, Teachers,
and Researchers]
http://home.kantogakuin.ac.jp/~taoka/presentation/sld001.htm
(2004 02 02)

JHE#E (2001) "A Chat Room for a Conversation Class"
http://home kanto-gakuin.ac.jp/~taoka/pre2001/index.files/fra
me.htm(2004 02 02)

JFH#% (2004) "About LECS"
http://home.kanto-gakuin.ac.jp/~taoka/lecs/lecs.html(2004 02 03)
=FRIEA (1997) 12—y bOTFEDLLY &
PBE

Schmidt, R. (1990). The role of consciousness in second

language learning. Applied Linguistics, 13. 206-226

Swain, M.(1985) The output hypothesis: Just speaking and
writing aren't enough. The Canadian Modern Language
Review, 50.158-164

Tomohiro Yasuda & Taoka Harada (2002)"Creating an
Enhancing Automatic TA in an English Chat Session" JALT
CALL 2002
http://home.kanto-gakuin.ac.jp/~taoka/pre2002/presentation/

presentation_Jaltcall2002.files/frame.htm

Appendix 2 : 7 >4 — MER (RE : AH)
1] 23 ]4a]5 |aa
st R

1. chat IZRHRAYICSINTE /2 11 15| 9 | 3 1|39
2. PGB &S /2 chat I3 LW 14 14| 9 | 2 0 |39
3. gk % i /= chat I3#EL W 19 | 10 | 8 2 0 | 39
4. chat Z{fi> TOEEITHEKATS Tl 18|10 | 9 1 0 | 38
5.chat Zffi> TO¥E %, o> THE

DEmS 19 | 13| 6 1] 0 |39

6.chat Z{fi> T, SHEDOANEII 227 —
arlizwEEs

7. AWED chat 2RI L 72 8EEEREICB W
T, BHOBEANS AT

CARRED chat ZFIfH L7z REEREICB W
T, MPOERZESTT, JACRZEK| 3 | 24| 4 | 7 1 |39
FTTENTER

9. AR O chat 2 FI ] U /- 25562 1B W
T, FiclsiEEntE L, FES<SE| 1 |10 | 15 | 11 | 2 | 39
TIENTER

10. AWE D chat 2 FIJff] L 2 3R ITB L
T, PRICEEEEENTHZEMTE| 10 [ 10| 9 | 5 | 5 | 39
7z

11. ARKF D chat Z2FIf L 7= B EICB WL
T, B OERNHEMEICHTICMEDSE | 8 |19 10| 2 | 0 | 39
DLV 72

12, AR D chat Z2FIH L 72 R EICTB W
T, EWEEWEBNSBWESIC& | 4 | 10 | 11 | 11 | 3 | 39
DTz

13, $eiB i 7z chat 1, Wl 17 v 712D
B ERS

14, ¥iEZfio /- chat 2L T, HHODE
R BAEFERODZZENTELHE/S

131 9 5 | 11 1 139

5 15 | 14 | 4 1 39

oo

10 | 15 | 12 | 2 0 | 39
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