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Eight JICA trainees from Papua New Guinea are participating in a training program at
Naruto University of Education from November 5 to December 3, 2015. During their busy
schedule, they enjoyed learning Japanese language and culture. Activities were planned by

a group of volunteer students who are studying Japanese as a Foreign Language.
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The first lesson was counting numbers in Japanese. The volunteer student prepared a fun
game for the trainees to learn numbers from one to twelve. Then they tried to read time.
Since some numbers such as 4 or 9 have different readings in Japanese, the trainees found
it a little challenging at the beginning. But by the end of the lesson, they get used to it and
were able to read time right!
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Trainees enjoyed Japanese Tea Ceremony thorough learning how to take a tea. They tasted
it deeply and slowly, saying “Oishii desu (It's delicious)”.
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In the third lesson, they experienced “Shodou (Calligraphy)”. They tried to write “Katakana”,
“Hiragana”, and “Kanji” with a brush and ink. At the same time, they learned meaning of
letters and pronunciation: “Sora (Sky)”, “Bi (Beautiful)”, “Michi (way)” “Papuanyuginia
(Papua New Guina)”, “Nihon (Japan)”.
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At the end of the activity, they chose one favorite letter of their own and brush-wrote fair on a

paper.
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They also tried to eat “Umeboshi (pickled plum)” and other Japanese traditional foods using
chopsticks. It was difficult for them to use chopsticks at first, but after some practice, they

could use it better. They enjoyed using chopsticks, not folk, after this lesson.
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They learned some expressions to use during eating. Through role-playing, they practiced
phrases such as “ltadaki masu”, “Gochisou sama”, “Shouyu wo totte kudasai (Please pass

me soy souse)” and so on. Now they are experts of Japanese table manner !
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At the end of the whole activities, trainees gave us some gifts as gesture of appreciation. We
were very pleased that they had a lot of fun with learning Japanese language and culture.

Kaori Kitano
XE JEHE



