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From initial culture shock to intercultural collaboration
ANVFr—2avIhoBXLasSKRr—asA

& HNEAZEEMEE SARJA Anneli (7452 R)

| worked at Naruto University of Education as a visit-
ing professor for a half-year period starting from Janu-
ary. The invitation was offered by President Tanaka
and arranged by Professor Ito from the Department of
English Language Education. | would like to thank all
the university people, from the President of the uni-
versity, to the single student who helped me a lot - to
make my stay in Naruto as comfortable as possible.

The first few days in Naruto were quite challenging.
For a foreigner used to multicultural European cities,
it was exciting to realise that | was nearly the only
Western person in the city. | soon experienced culture
shock. It was difficult to be understood outside the uni-
versity using English. A language barrier complicated
my visits in some public bureaus, whereas the bureau-
cracy at the university was expertly managed. That’s
why the ordinary practices like the apartment’s dif-
ferent arrangements (warming, gas, water, TV-licence
etc.), ‘alien registration card’, opening a bank account,
doing business in the post office, reserving tickets,
getting a mobile phone, calling a taxi and reading dif-
ferent newsletters were complicated issues for me. |
don’t understand why the English language disappears
in Japan, even though they study it more at school than
in Finland. Without the help of the university multi-
lingual personnel and the students, | would have been
lost.

The idea of my professorship was to contribute to the
collaboration of research and culture between Japan
and Finland. It happened in three ways:

1. I’m going to write two joint articles that concern
‘Foreign language teachers’ pre-service and in-
service education in Finland’. Moreover, we will
compare pedagogical teacher education and the
pedagogical practices of school teaching in both
countries. | observed English lessons in schools
and interviewed professors, teachers and students at
the university and in schools. There are many more
pupils in class in Japan than in Finland, and maybe
that’s the reason why the teaching here is more
teacher-centered. On the other hand, it seemed to
me that because of the small number of students,
university students have more possibilities to per-
sonal supervision than in our universities in Fin-
land.

2. | gave presentations to the university staff and stu-
dents concerning latest findings in teacher educa-
tion and its paradigms in Finland. It was a pleasure
to realise that the audience was really responsive
and interactive. Maybe, | should have been better
prepared to explain the grounds for those Finnish

22 %@ 7 L)

practices differing from Japanese ones. For those
interested in finding more knowledge about *Teach-
er education curricula in the EU’ | recommend
to visit the web pages of the Finnish Institute for
Educational Research (http:/ktl.jyu.fi/ktl/english/
publications).

3. Some of the best experiences | had were in ex-
tending Japanese-Finnish friendships and partner
networks at a grass roots level. It was reasonably
easy because Japanese people are very polite, kind
and hospitable. With many interviewees | made a
preliminary contact for culture, study or school vis-
its to Finland. Teacher education, northern lights,
Moomins, thousand lakes and Finnish lifestyle as
such are temptations.

In connection with our business trips | had some heart-
warming cultural sensations, like a day in Tokyo where
we visited skyscrapers and were stuck in the crush in
subways. Relaxing was walking in simplified Japanese
stone gardens or sensing the traditional atmosphere in
the temples. An exceptional experience was the strong
earthquake felt in the safe lecture room of Meikai Uni-
versity. After that, all the information found on TV or
through my mobile’s Tsunami Alarm awakened my
curiosity. Finally, my colleagues in Finland got the
real impression of the beauty of Hanami through my
pictures, at Mt. Bizan in Tokushima. Having dinner in
a restaurant is reasonable cheap in Japan. Nearly every
week we had a joint dinner in a restaurant specialised
in some particular courses. Sitting together around a
table with the natives made me feel like an insider.

I also had pleasure to take part in a barbecue at the uni-
versity. Apart from the students’ skillful music perfor-
mances, we were delighted with the Awa Odori dancer
— also a student. It was great to dance together under
the guidance of this professional. All the encounters
with Japanese people - a joint visit to a kimono atelier,
to lookout spots, temples, onsens and museums, tea
ceremonies and ikebana practices - left an indelible
impression on me. With my charming partners | ex-
perienced real expressions of Japanese kindness. With
some of the student teachers | had interesting discus-
sions in my office. We visited some sightseeing places
together too.

A half a year is a short time for a Finn to learn to un-
derstand the fascinating Japanese culture. If | could
relive that period in Naruto I’d study more Japanese,
buy a used car, and bravely enjoy those sea shellfish
and gastropods which | skipped at the lovely farewell
dinner. O sewa ni narimashita!

Let’s keep in touch! (anneli.sarja@jyu.fi)
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